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The acquisition of host species distributions is a significant factor in the 
identification of areas at risk of mortality to a particular agent. The most 
readily-available forest type maps do not contain enough location-specific 
information for insect and disease risk assessments, in particular species' age 
and stocking.  
 
 Estimates for total and individual species' basal area (BA), quadratic mean 
diameter (QMD), stand density index (SDI), percent host composition, and 
predominant canopy position were developed for all 57 tree species and species 
groups modeled for the National Insect and Disease Risk Map.  
 
 After extensively testing various interpolation methods, the Risk Map 
Integration Team (RMIT) utilized a national grid of perturbed and swapped 
Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data points to produce surface estimates of 
these critical forest attributes.
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